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Scope and purpose 


Background
Health research is one of the mandates listed in WHO’s constitution (1) and is a key action area in the Action Plan to Strengthen the Use of Evidence, Information and Research for Policy-making in the WHO European Region (2). The Action Plan sets out principles, directions and pathways to increase and promote the generation and use of multidisciplinary and intersectoral sources of evidence for health policy-making. It aligns with the Health 2020 health policy framework, which emphasizes the need for evidence-informed public health strategies. 

Strengthening health research is essential to optimize existing interventions and policies and to identify innovative solutions for tuberculosis and neglected tropical diseases, for example, in disease-endemic countries. 

A systems approach to national health research
Health research refers to the systematic generation of new scientific knowledge for health and health systems purposes by discovering and interpreting health-related phenomena and observable facts or testing hypotheses (1,3,4). General health research is important, but the research is particularly valuable and usable when it is in line with national public health policy priorities and locally produced to support local decision-making. 

Simply promoting more health research does not help to achieve evidence-informed public health strategies. A systems approach in health research is needed to create effective synergies across sectors, to align the health research agenda with policy priorities, to produce intervention and implementation research evidence and to ensure ethical conduct of research and knowledge translation. 

Objectives 
In collaboration with the Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR), the Division of Information, Evidence, Research and Innovation (DIR) of the WHO Regional Office for Europe aims to provide technical assistance to Member States, particularly those in eastern Europe and central Asia, to achieve a sustainable and country-driven approach to developing a national health research system strategy. 

TDR-DIR has planned a three-day workshop on strategic thinking about health research for country decisions. The overall objective of the workshop is to promote and facilitate development or strengthening of national health research systems (NHRS) to strengthen local evidence for local decision-making.



The workshop’s specific objectives are to:

· establish mutual understanding about the importance of public health and health systems research to support evidence-informed health policy-making; 
· enable participants to gain robust knowledge of the systems approach to national health research and the need for a health research strategy;
· introduce tools and approaches for assessing NHRS and developing or enhancing a national strategy;
· facilitate exchanges of experience in developing and strengthening NHRS at national and regional levels;
· identify clear next actions to strengthen national health research in participating countries through strategy development.

Target audience

[bookmark: _GoBack]The workshop is aimed at key stakeholders (research producers, users and funders) from eastern European and central Asian countries representing ministries of health, academies of sciences, universities, research centres and funding agencies.

Expected outputs
Workshop participants will: 
· gain a solid understanding of evidence-informed policy-making and national health research system strengthening; 
· build knowledge and skills required to conduct an NHRS assessment and develop a strategy;
· strengthen contacts and interactions with representatives from participating countries and technical experts in health research; 
· create an action plan to develop a national health research strategy as well as vision and mission towards building NHRS;
· be involved in establishment of an informal network for national health research strengthening under the umbrella of the European Health Information Initiative.
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